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Witches in Magic Tuesday, October 31, 2006

refers to a person who practices black magic, which has obvious usefulness in a game about spell-hurlers

that has the color black as part of its identity. However, Magic strives to stay away from gender-specific
terms in card names, or to use what are usually gender-specific terms for both genders. There are
counterexamples, but in most cases, these are exceptions that prove the rule. Most of the time, a nonlegendary
creature’s name does not imply whether the creature is male or female. Knights and sorcerers and shamans in
Magic can all be men or women.

T he witch is a popular icon of Halloween that also has a place in the Magic multiverse. The term “witch”

The same is true of witches. To an English speaker, “witch” usually implies a female practitioner of the dark arts,
but in Magic it's a gender-neutral term. The art of various creatures named “witch” shows this is the case:

Divining Witch

Art by Donato Giancola

Bog Witch

Art by Gao Yan
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Creature — Human Wirard

1, Sacrifice a creature: Look at the
top wo cards of target opponent’s
library, then remove one of them
from the game.

22, &, Discard a card from your : B Tap to do | damage to any aget;

hand: Thrget creamure gets #3040 until opponeat may also do | damage (o

end of tarn, i oy targer. You choose your target
W before opponent docs, but damage

The towch of his imediress can drive ht

e finne a Ritlig fremay

Note also that the term “warlock,” generally considered to be the male counterpart to “witch,” does not appear in
Magic. So what’s the word for a male witch? “Witch”!

Happy Halloween!

=
P

Discuss on the message boards g g Magic Arcana archive

About Us | Jobs | New to the Game? | Inside Wizards | Find a Store | Press | Help | Sitemap

© 1995-2007 Wizards of the Coast, Inc., a subsidiary of Hasbro, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
Terms of Use - Privacy Statement

ESRB ™

Privacy Certified

CLICK TD PRIVALY STATEMENT



https://web.archive.org/web/20071028103122/http://boards1.wizards.com/showthread.php?t=712219
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028103122/http://boards1.wizards.com/showthread.php?t=712219
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028103122/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/columnarchive&column=MagicArcana
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028103122/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/columnarchive&column=MagicArcana
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=aboutus/aboutwizards
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=aboutus/jobs
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=newtothegame
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=insidewizards
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=findastore
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=aboutus/press
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028103122/http://wizards.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/wizards.cfg/php/enduser/std_alp.php
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=sitemap
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=copyrightnotice
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=privacystatement
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=privacystatement

